Introduced by Council Member Johnson: 

RESOLUTION 2009-719
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING COACH TONY (WILLIE A.) BANNISTER FOR THE MANY SUCCESSES OF THE YOUNG CHRISTIANS IN ACTION SPORTS, INC.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
sports provide young people with valuable opportunities to shape character, instill self-confidence, exercise discipline, and realize the promise, potential and rewards of teamwork; and

WHEREAS,
in 1994, Tony Bannister founded the Young Christians in Action Sports, Inc. to provide young people opportunities to maximize their abilities through a program that emphasized educational, behavioral and mental development in a Christian environment; and

WHEREAS,
through his vision and commitment to developing and enhancing the athletic skills and prowess of young people as a positive, constructive alternative to negative attitudes, Coach Tony Bannister created and coached numerous, outstanding and successful basketball teams; and
WHEREAS,
among Coach Bannister’s successful undertakings are coaching the Jacksonville Lady Rams Basketball Team to seven Amateur Athletic Union State Championship titles in the State of Florida in 2003-2009; coaching Shekinah Christian Academy girls basketball team to victory in the Florida High School Association State 1A title contest; and coaching The Potter’s House Christian Academy to two National Christian Schools Athletic Association national titles in 2008 and 2009; and
WHEREAS,
Bannister’s highly motivated and successful teams have garnered recognition from coaches and top women’s college recruiters from across the country; and
WHEREAS,
Coach Tony Bannister’s goals, devotion and highly successful coaching skills have demonstrated the virtues and rewards of good sportsmanship in the lives and future of young people in our community and we honor and commend his commitment and accomplishments;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council honors and commends Coach Tony (Willie A.) Bannister for the many successes of the Young Christians in Action Sports, Inc. and wish him continued successes in the years ahead.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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